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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 04486 101339Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SY-05 MCT-01 USSS-00 EURE-00 DHA-02 
USIE-00 INRE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 NEA-10 ACDA-10 10-14 EB-07 
COME-OO CPR-01 /104W 

101348Z 018491 /46 

O 101315Z JUN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7813 

INFO AMEMBASSY ROME 

AMCONSUL ADANA 

AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 

AMCONSUL IZMIR 

UNCLAS ANKARA 4486 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PINS, PORS, IT, TU 

SUBJECT: MURDER OF TURKISH AMBASSADOR TO THE VATICAN 
REF: (A) ROME 9507, (B) ANKARA 4451,(C) ROME 9579 

1 . TURKISH PRESS JUNE 10 GAVE PROMINENCE TO ASSASSINATION OF 
TURKISH AMBASSADOR TO THE VATICAN, TAHA CARIM. REPORTS NOTED 
THAT IN MARCH AMBASSADOR CARIM HAD RECEIVED A THREATENING LETTER 
FROM A SECRET ARMENIAN ORGANIZATION WHICH DEMANDED THE 
RELEASE OF SOME UNSPECIFIED POLITICAL PRISONERS IN TURKEY. THE 
REPORTS CONTINUED THAT THE BEIRUT OFFICE OF AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 
RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM AN UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL WHO CLAIMED 
THAT THE ASSASSINATION WAS CARRIED OUT BY THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE" ORGANIZATION. 

2. JUNE 10 EDITORIAL IN DAILY BARIS CLAIMED THAT ACTS SUCH AS 
CARIM'S KILLING CONSTITUTE ATTACKS ON THE TURKISH STATE. THE 
EDITORIAL COMMENTED THAT TURKEY'S WEAKENED INTERNAL SITUA- 
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TION INVITES SUCH ATROCITIES, EVEN THOUGH THE CULPRITS RESTRICT 
THEMSELVES TO ACTING AGAINST TURKISH REPRESENTATIVES OUTSIDE 
THE COUNTRY. 

3. COMMENT: BEGINNING WITH THE MURDER OF TWO TURKISH 
DIPLOMATS IN LOS ANGELES BY AN ARMENIAN IN EARLY 1973, 

TURKEY HAS SUFFERED SIX ASSASSINATIONS OF ITS FOREIGN 
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REPRESENTATIVES IN SLIGHTLY MORE THAN FOUR YEARS. FIVE OF 

THE SIX HAVE BEEN ALLEGEDLY CONNECTED TO ARMENIANS. IN ADDITION, 

"CREDIT" FOR THE BOMBINGS AT ISTANBUL'S AIRPORT AND RAILWAY STATION 

MAY 29, WHICH KILLED SIX PERSONS (ANKARA 4197), WAS 

CLAIMED BY AN ARMENIAN ORGANIZATION. WHILE PERHAPS IT 

CANNOT YET BE CALLED A MAJOR PROBLEM FOR TURKEY, ARMENAIN 

TERRORISM CLEARLY IS BECOMING AN INCREASINGLY SERIOUS 

MATTER, WITH THE POTENTIAL TO GO BEYOND THE QUESTION OF 

SECURITY FOR DIPLOMATS. THE GOT'S LONG-STANDING SENSITIVITY 

TO ANY INDICATION OF FOREIGN SUPPORT FOR ARMENIAN ANTI-TURKISH 

ACTIVITIES IS LIKELY TO BE HEIGHTENED. 

4. AMBASSADOR HAS ALREADY SENT A LETTER OF CONDOLENCE TO THE 
FONMIN. WE RECOMMEND THAT THE DEPARTMENT CONSIDER 
TRANSMITTING AN EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY FROM THE SECRETARY. 
MACOMB ER 
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